The first thing is to^ recognise how many are the chances of pollution to which ordinary town water supplies are exposed.
Great faith has been placed upon the purity of water pumped from deep down in the chalk. The reputation of many of these wells, however, would seem to have depended largely on various more or less accidental circumstances, for, when brought to the test, the security which is imagined to attach to them, in consequence of the depth to which they are driven, is found in some instances to be illusory. 
